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Pharmacy Council proceeds with Annual Practising Certificate fee increase 

The Pharmacy Council is proceeding with a proposed increase to the Annual Practising 
Certificate (APC) fee for pharmacists but is postponing a decision on the Written Examination 
fee increase. 
 
The Council put both proposals out to the sector for their views in November last year and 
received 170 submissions. 
 
Chief Executive Michael Pead says the Council acknowledges that the majority of 
submissions did not support increasing the APC fee paid by pharmacists, but the Council’s 
workload is such that a fee increase was necessary.  
 
“The increase in the fee reflects the growing demands on the Council’s workload. The role of 
the pharmacist in our health sector is growing and evolving, and it is vital we provide good 
advice to government on law changes which impact on the role of the pharmacists and the 
protection of public safety.  
 
“The Council is also making technology improvements that benefit the industry such as the 
move to online registration, and we are seeing increasing complexity in the complaints and 
disciplinary cases that come before the Council.” 
 
The Council accepted the APC fee had increased each year over the past three years, but 
also highlighted there had been no increase for the six years prior. 
 
In response to submissions, Michael Pead says the Council has committed to work more 
closely with sector partners such as the Pharmaceutical Society and the Pharmacy Guild in 
order to look for shared efficiencies and to ensure good understanding of each other’s 
workloads. 
 
The Council will also consider whether there are other potential fee payment options for part-
time pharmacists and will carry out its business planning earlier in the year in order to allow 
for greater discussion. 
 
The new APC fee will be $792.65 including GST, and will be effective from 1 April 2018. 
 
With regard the proposed fee changes for the Written Examination, the Council decided to 
further discuss the exam and its costs. The cost of the exam will remain the same for the 
upcoming exam in March 2018 ($520 including GST), and the Council will update the sector 
on its discussions after its next meeting. 
 
For more information contact: 
Michael Pead 04 495 0330 
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